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BOARD CHAIR

Letter from the Chairman of the Board
Dear Effingham County CEO Investors,

As the Effingham County CEO Advisory Board Chairman, | present to you the 2021
CEO Annual report. Our 13th CEO Class is complete and what a year it has been.
These students have experienced, first hand, what the word ‘flexible’ means in the
business world. These young men and women will be taking their CEO tools with
them on their next educational journey. On the following pages, you will gain a
glimpse into the CEO experience of the past year. Which, thanks to all of our
investors, speakers, mentors and hosts, likely included your own influence and
mark. We truly appreciate all that you have done in support of the Effingham
County CEO Program.

It has been an honor and my pleasure to serve on the CEO Board for these last six
years. Being able to witness the growth of these students in such a short amount
of time, continues to amaze me each year. Growth in confidence, growth in
communication skills, and growth in creativity are just a few of the successes | get
to see in each one of them. Facilitated learning can be accomplished in many
different formats. On top of that, students learn in different ways and at different
rates. CEO allows each student the guided freedom to learn at their pace, at their
interest, and at their desire.

One final thought.... One of my favorite quotes from Craig Lindvahl is “Who will be
better because of what | do today”. It is with a grateful heart, that | know our CEO
students are better because of what you have done for them today.

For that, | thank you.

Sincerely,
Noah Brandenburger

Effingham County CEO
Advisory Board Chairman




A

To provide a comprehensive educational
experience for Effingham County high school
students, equipping them to be enterprising

individuals and entrepreneurial thinkers who
contribute to the economic development of
Effingham County.

If

Vision
The CEO class embodies everything that our country
was built upon. The core principles of hard work,

innovative thinking, and entrepreneurship are values
that we experience every day through CEO.




Speakers
CEO participants have a unique experience
with guest speakers serving as instructors for

the program. Community leaders present
their life stories, entrepreneurial journeys and
share lessons on a variety of business topics.

Tours

An important piece of the CEO experience is
visiting local businesses in Effingham County.
People drive by these locations daily without
recognizing their contribution to economic
development of the area. The group walks
away with a changed mindset, never viewing
the business the same way again.
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A BIG THANK YOU GOES OUT TO ANYONE WHO PURCHASED A BOX!



GRACEL, INC.

Industrial Developers

A tradition has been established
with the Effingham CEO classes.
Each year the class invests
profits from their class business
into the future of the CEO
Program. The Class of 2021
became investors for the next
three years with a $3,000
contribution.

THE STUDENTS ALSO PRESENTED A $6,000 CHECK TO CRISIS NURSERY.




BANKER DAY
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30 BOOTHS FROM THE CLASS OF 2021
1 CONCERT 1 COFFEE TRAILER 1 SPORTS CAR
3 BOOTHS FROM THE CLASS OF 2020



About Faith

Faith Aherin is a senior at Dieterich High School. She is involved in basketball, cross country, and scholar bowl.
She is also the 2021 class president, part of student council, art club, FFA, FCA, and National Honor Society. Faith
is a member of Effingham County 4-H. In her free time, Faith enjoys reading, writing, running, and hanging out
with friends. After high school she hopes to attend a four year university where she plans on studying

psychology.

About Her Business

Faith Aherin is the founder of Twisted Candle Co. The goal of the company is to create unique, quality candles
for an affordable price. They will be creating candles that come in unconventional shapes, styles, sizes, colors,

and scents appealing to all ages. The candles help bring a relaxing environment, while also bringing a touch of
whimsy and fun. The founder hopes the originality of her pieces helps her customers truly make their spaces

their own.

About Ava

Ava Boehm is a senior at Effingham High School. In school she is part of high honor roll, Academic Hall of Fame and various
other school clubs. Outside of school she is the captain of the varsity women's golf team She has been to the state qualifiers
three years in a row and hopes to go again this year. Other than golf, she is an active watcher of her brother's baseball team
and is employed at Chili's as a hostess where she meets lots of new and interesting people everyday. Her other activities
outside of school include playing with her puppies, helping her parents around the house, going out to eat a lot, and spending
time with her friends. After high school she plans to attend Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology and major in either design
engineering or aerospace engineering. Beyond that is unknown but certainly exciting.

About Her Business

Ava Boehm's business centers around your family pet and their comfort. She will be handcrafting wooden dog/cat beds. The
beds will include a wooden frame with a bed inside and a hand painted name bone/fish. Although there will also be other ways
of customizing the beds. The extra amenities will be, hand cut wooden bones or fish with a painted name on them or a painted
name on the bed itself. She hopes to creatively make a bed for your loved dog or cat at home.




TRISTIN DUNCAN

About Sharon

Sharon Dong is a senior at St. Anthony High School. She participates in extracurricular activities such as tennis,
musicals, and is the manager of the girl's volleyball team. She is also involved in art club, pep club, student council,
National Honors Society, and the school's WYSE team. Outside of school, she has a passion for art, enjoys playing the
piano, and works at her family’s restaurant (China Buffet). Sharon hopes to attend a university after high school but
has not decided on a major yet.

About Her Business

Sharon Dong is a co-partner with Kaylynn Moeller on their business, Kiwi Kompany. Kiwi Kompany is a clothing retailer
that will carry comfort-wear. Their first line of clothing will be exclusively sweatshirts (with the option to buy socks that
match them), but they plan to advance with other items as our revenue increases and come out with more clothing
lines. Their sole selling domain will be their website (www.kiwikompany.com) and advertising on social media
(@kiwikompany.) They also plan to include styling inspiration on our social media and website to keep their customers
engaged and interested.

About Tristin

A senior at Effingham High School, Tristin is involved in football, track & field, National Honor Society, math club, and
FCA. In his free time, he enjoys working out, running his small business, and learning/investing in the stock market.
This past summer Tristin scaled his online business past the 6 figure mark in sales and hopes to continue to grow his
business as well as dive into other income streams. Tristin plans to go on to play college football for 4 years and earn
his degree, while continuing to scale his current business and starting others.

About His Business

Vision Neon, founded in 2021 by Tristin Duncan, is a company that specializes in selling motivational &
entrepreneurial neon signs! A Vision Neon sign is a great way to add character to your office, personal space, or living
room while reminding you of your mission at the same time. Vision specializes in being an E-commerce store that is
reachable to anyone throughout the US. Not concentrating themselves to a small area allows them to appeal to a
much broader audience than what is in front of the, and gives them a better probability of success. These signs will be
hand crafted by Tristin and shipped or delivered to customers directly through them.



About Abby

Abby Goeckner is a senior at Altamont High school. She participates in softball and volleyball. In school
she is involved in National Honors Society, FCCLA, band, and other organizations. Abby is currently a
catechism teacher for kindergarteners and first graders at her church. After high school, Abby plans to
attend a four year university to major in psychology. She will then move on to get her doctorate in
Occupational Therapy.

About Her Business

Abby Goeckner has created a business to help dog owners feed their dogs the healthiest treats possible.
She is dehydrating and selling dog treats. After a lot of research, Abby realized that dehydrated beef liver
is the healthiest treat to give a dog. She plans to sell her dog treats at the Pet Wellness Center of
Southern lllinais, in Effingham lllinais.

About Megan

Megan Koenig is a senior at St. Anthony High School. She has participated on the dance team for four
years. She is involved in many clubs such as pep club, the school newspaper, and is the vice president of
glee club. She is also involved in the school musicals and is very active in school activities. In her free time
she likes to listen to music, hang with friends, go to sporting events, and enjoys working with kids. She
plans on attending a university or college next year.

About Her Business

Sian Jewelry is owned and created by Megan Koenig. It is the home of Zipher Up. Zipher Up fixes the daily
struggle many women face, zipping up a dress. These handmade necklaces bring a stylish and helpful
addition to your daily life. The necklace is functional jewelry by turning a necklace into a way to pull your
zipper up. Sian Jewelry's mission is to make life a little more simple, while staying in style. Sian Jewelry
plans to help everyone become fully independent when getting ready.



About Macy

Macy Ludwig is a senior who attends St. Anthony High School. She is an excellent golfer and dancer who
has a great passion for both sports. She has attended state golf and state dance a few times each, all
while being successful in school. In her free time she enjoys spending time with friends and family, driving
around, listening to music, and upcycling clothes to add to her closet. She plans on attending college and
majoring in business after graduating high school.

About Her Business

On the go snacks are convenient. Macy loves having her snack mixes in her purse or car for when she
needs a snack. There is a flavor for every craving! She has made snacking easy and quick but also
enjoyable and exciting. The best feeling is knowing you have a snack in the car after work, practice, the
gym and any other daily activities. Macy wants to help be prepared with an affordable, nutritious snack for
when you get hungry.

About Logann

Logann Mayfield is a senior at Effingham High School. She is involved in math club, history club, as well as being a high honors
student throughout high school. She is also a part of the competitive cheer team, which was the first cheer team in Effingham
history to go to IHSA state. Outside of school, she loves spending time with her loved ones, playing with her dogs, as well as racing
four wheelers in a national series throughout the summer. Logann is employed at Gabby Goat. There she food runs and is a host.
Her biggest goal is to touch as many lives, in a positive way, as she can. Her future plans still aren't set, but she knows she will be
successful in whichever path life takes her down.

About Her Business
Logann Mayfield is the owner of Modern Vintage. Modern Vintage is a business designated to customizing crewnecks and hoodies.
Modern Vintage will provide a variety of different designs to give you an old "vintage", but still up to date look. The styles will range
from motivational quotes, Jesus inspired, schools, and so much more. We also provide a custom order option where you can
provide your own design, company logo, or something else! Modern Vintage will not only offer a product, but a service as well.

. ; . X e
LOGANN MAYFIELD Customers will be allowed to provide a product to have their own custom design on it!




About Kaylynn

A senior at Beecher City Jr.-Sr. High School, Kaylynn is involved in NHS, FFA, FBLA, history club, drama club,
and her school's scholastic and volleyball teams. She enjoys public speaking, photography, fashion, and
travel. She hopes to use those hobbies to explore a career in marketing when she grows up. Her job in
food service has taught her a lot about people, and she encourages everyone to be kind to their
restaurant workers.

About Her Business

Kaylynn Moeller is a co-partner with Sharon Dong on their business Kiwi Kompany. Kiwi Kompany is a
clothing retailer that will carry comfort-wear. Their first line of clothing will be exclusively sweatshirts (with
the option to buy socks that match them), but they plan to advance with other items as their revenue
increases and they come out with more clothing lines.

About James

James Schuette is a senior at St. Anthony High School. There he partakes in basketball and cross
country. He is in history club, pep club, CAC (Catholic Athletes of Christ), and National Honor
Society. In his free time, he washes cars, listens to music, and spends time with friends and
family.

About His Business

James Schuette is the owner and CEO of Noz wallets. They provide the best quality and durable
leather wallets. These wallets are the most convenient and secure wallets. The Noz Wallet
JAMES SCHUETTE eliminates the time of putting cash or cards away in half.




NOAH TEGELER

About Kyra

Kyra Swearingen is a senior at St. Anthony High School. She is involved in a few activities including volleyball, tennis, bass fishing, and
band. Kyra also helps coach the Sigel Junior High School volleyball team, is a member of NHS, and on the Honor Roll. She enjoys
traveling and playing volleyball. One day she hopes to travel to Rome to appreciate the history and artifacts that have been
preserved for hundreds of years. After high school, Kyra plans to attend college, play volleyball in college, and get a business degree.
After finishing college, she plans to join her father's business as a financial advisor.

"l hope to gain more confidence and courage to talk in front of others while learning more about business in CEO. | am very excited
to improve my knowledge about the business world and hope to run my own business later on in life."

About Her Business

Kyra's Kreations, created by Kyra Swearingen, will be creating resin as a way to offer people a product to preserve important
memories forever. They can take wedding flowers, engagement rings, and basically any material they are willing to give and give
people a way to keep the things most important to them forever while adding their own touch to it. Kyra hopes to allow people to
keep the things special to them for the rest of their life instead of just having a digital copy or picture of it. She wants her customers
to be able to have a physical copy of what they believe is special to them forever. Kyra will add her own touch to these products to
make them look better and keep the products preserved.

About Noah

Noah Tegeler is a senior at Saint Anthony High School. He is involved in school clubs such as history club
and A club, which is a social activities club. Noah participates in cross country, tennis, and is also a state
qualifier in track and field for the 4x800. Outside of school, Noah works at the Thelma Keller Convention
Center and loves to enjoy time with his family and friends. Noah plans to attend a college in lllinois and
hopes to own and operate his own business.

About His Business
Noah Tegeler is the founder of Trash Works Cleaning. At Trash Works Cleaning, they provide an unique

service to the local community. They will clean your dirty trash can and make it look brand new. They will
be providing the service all around Effingham County.



STUDENTS

KENNAN WALSH

BRIANA WERNSING

..‘t'

AIDEN YOUAKIM

ELLA ZUMBAHLEN

About Kennan

Kennan Walsh is a senior at St. Anthony High School. He participates in basketball, baseball, and
track. He is a proud member of history club and Catholic Athletes of Christ (CAC). In his free
time, he enjoys hanging out with friends and spending time with his family. He plans on
attending college and expand his knowledge in the business world.

About His Business

Kennan Walsh is the founder and owner of Walsh's Wardrobe. His mission is to provide the best
customer service and leave the customers satisfied. Walsh's Wardrobe can provide a T-shirts
that's both simple yet unique. Many shirts lack creativity and don't have a good design.

About Briana

Briana Wernsing is a senior at Teutopolis High School. She is a member of the pomerettes, National
Honor Society, volunteens, science club, and Spanish club. Outside of school, Briana works at Pizza Man,
dances at Exclusively Dance, teaches at Exclusively Dance, and likes to hang out with her friends and
family. After high school, Briana plans to go to college and major in business or entrepreneurship. Later
on, she plans to own a dance studio.

About Her Business

Bri Creative, owned by Briana Wernsing, is a custom decor business that specializes in wood signs. Each
sign is handmade by Briana and comes in a variety of different colors and sizes. She will use her Cricut
machine to create the design that each customer hopes for. She is excited to create signs that increase
the style in any space.

About Aiden

Aiden Youakim is a senior at St. Anthony High School. Some of his hobbies include flying airplanes and
helicopters, as well as surfing and wakeboarding. He is working on obtaining his private pilot license to
help further his career in aviation. He works at an automotive, marine, and aviation detail shop located at
Lake Sara.

About His Business

Aiden Youakim, owner of Extreme Detail, stands by his mission statement: To protect and preserve one of
the largest asset purchases for individuals and companies. Vision: To be the leader in coating
technologies that preserve and protect individual's motorized assets. Core Values: DETAIL Dependable
Enthusiasm Trust Accountability Integrity Learning

About Ella

Ella Zumbahlen is a senior at Teutopolis High school. She runs in cross country and participates in
volunteens. She is employed at Cracker Barrel as a waitress and cashier. She also waitresses at a small
diner in Teutopolis, Kountry Kitchen. In her free time she likes to hang out with friend and family. Ella's
goal is to go into marketing as an occupation. She is planning on going to Lakeland for her first two years
of college then going to Edwardsville for her final two years.

About Her Business

Ella Rose Accessories, created by Ella Zumbahlen, sells fashionable jewelry to help glam up your
wardrobe. Their mission is to empower women of all ages with their stylish jewelry. They have necklaces,
bracelets, and earrings displayed.







AMBASSADORS

Bev Soltwede] Wanda Pitcher
Jeff Speer Michael Wall
Mike Etter Dustin Smith




Effingham County CEO Investors are the

heart of our community-driven program.
An annual investment of $1,000 provides
the necessary resources for current-year

facilitators salaries and operating
expenses and ensures the sustainability

of the Effingham County CEQ class for
future students.
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Class of 2018

August 1, 2017-
July 31, 2018

$99,650.00
$67,993.37
$993.42

$150.00
$168,786.79

$3,490.20
$9,356.41
$10,987.61
$330.04
$310.33
$58,639.00
$4,265.68
$1,974.60
$1,803.31

$91,157.18
$77,629.61

$9,636.24

$291,465.05

Class of 2019

August 1, 2018-
July 31, 2019

$99,159.00
$2500.00
$2,094.32

$103,753.32

$3,729.06
$8,078.79
$3,463.75

$105.58
$51,484.28
$1,971.91
$2,388.80
$517.99

$71,740.16
$32,013.16

$29,513.16

$255,484.84

Class of 2020

August 1, 2019-
July 31, 2020

$45,300.00
$10,581.20
$858.08

$4,234.66
$60,973.94

$3,690.07
$2,791.55
$1,091.50
$83.82
$55.45
$62,481.04
$1,307.31

$197.36
$5.00
$71,703.10
($10,729.16)

($21,310.36)

$244,755.68

EFFINGHAM COUNTY CEO ENDOWMENT

Effingham County CEO Endowment was established in fall 2018 with surplus profits from previous
class businesses. Over the last 10 years, Effingham County CEO program has been made possible
through equitable and wide-spread support of donors in our community. We plan to continue the

“investor model”, but the endowment provides an opportunity for donors tofg
=

beyond investor support to help us ensure the sustainability and future of

The charitable fun

ive above and
ngham County CEO.

is being managed by Southeastern Illinois Community Foundation.

Contact Amanda Lessley at 217-342-5409 for more information about making a donation or
bequest to the Effingham County CEO Endowment.
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Noah Brandenburger Karen Etter Amanda Lessley

Lakeside Marina Owner ReMax Key Advantage Southeastern Illinois Community Foundation
Board Chair
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Kristie Campbell Emmie Schultz Laura Sullivan Jennifer Wendt
firefly grill & Effingham Express Care Eastern lllinois Education First Mid
Buckeye Friends School Nurse Practitioner for Employment System Human Resources Manager
Effingham CEO Alum

Jennifer Patton Krist¥ Sayers Matt Cekander
Guidance Midland Institute for Entrepreneurship Doehring, Winders & Co. LLP
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